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Let me tell them something! This is a matter relating to Art.
Perhaps laws and books on moral codes alone may take no note of
human emotions. But not Art. The doctrines I personally believe
in will tend to have a certain flexibility in so far as they relate to
the way I depict the emotions of characters in my stories. I see in
each of them the Human Being with .his potential for growth,
affection, and humanism.34
Jayakanthan also argued that a progressive can be a theist or an
atheist and may or may not have association with any political
parties. "Take the theist named Bharati, for example. Such a theist
may differ from an atheist in words but not in their inner meaning,"
he wrote,35
A landmark story entitled Brahmopadesam initially printed' in
Ananda Vikatan and published in book form in May 1963 brought
the issue to a head. The central theme of the story was the en-
counter and confrontation between a highminded, learned, and
orthodox Brahmin cook, Sankara Sarma, and his assistant, Seshadri,
an equally highminded Communist, atheist, and an activist in the
hotel workers' union. The conflict between the two is irreconcilable,
but each comprehends the sincerity and nobility of the other. Each
perceives that the other too is inspired by manithdbhimanam in his
fervent adherence to the cause and course that he believes in. Being
men of decent instincts, neither can conceive of demolishing the other
and grinding him into the dust.
Brahmopadesam evoked" varied comments. A commentator of the
Kazhagam persuasion wrote caustically of the spectacle of a supposed
Communist appearing in his true colours as a flunkey of Brahminism.
Another category of critics asked how the cause of "progressivism"
could be served by such a story. Should not a Communist write
stories that would bear on immediate issues in the light of the
party's policies?
How, then, should a discerning person distinguish between what is
"progressive" and what is "non-progressive"? Posing the question
in his preface to Brahmopadesam, Jayakanthan wrote:
The man who has an old-fashioned tuft is a reactionary. Our
Puranas are all reactionary. Our sastras are in their entirety reac-
tionary. Such views are held up by some as very 'progressive'!
Changing your name [from Sanskrit to Tamil] is progressive.